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DDedication from Bells of the Cascades: 
 

This piece is commission as a thank you to Matthew Compton for the amazing scores he composes, and the 
gorgeous music he helps us create together. Matthew is a musician who lifts everyone with the privilege of ringing 

under his direction. Bells of the Cascades is rising to his continual challenge! Thank you, Matthew, for your 
direction, for your example, and most of all, for sharing your heart for music with us.  

 
A Note from the Composer: 

 
The Roar of Storms is a programmatic work inspired by the writings of Scottish-American naturalist, John Muir. 
Often referred to as the “Father of the National Parks,” Muir would frequently write in vivid descriptions about his 
experiences, what he saw, and what he felt when he would travel to experience the world.  
 
A frequent advocate for nature preservation, Muir has been credited with many conservation projects, including 
that of the Sierra Club (a still-prominent organization), and the preservations of the Yosemite Valley and Sequoia 
National Park. 
 
As I was looking for inspiration for this commission, John’s writings really stuck out to me. In particular, the 
following select writings: 
 
From “Mountain Thoughts”: 
 
The Sierra; 
 
“Only in the roar of storms do these mighty solitudes find voice at all commensurate with their grandeur. . . . The 
pines at the approach of storms show eager expectancy, bowing, swishing, tossing their branches with eager 
gestures, roaring like lions about to be fed, standing bent and round-shouldered like sentinels exposed. . . .” 
 
“Here is calm so deep, grasses cease waving. . . . Wonderful how completely everything in wild nature fits into us, as 
if truly part and parent of us. The sun shines not on us but in us. The rivers flow not past, but through us, thrilling, 
tingling, vibrating every fiber and cell of the substance of our bodies, making them glide and sing. The trees wave 
and the flowers bloom in our bodies as well as our souls, and every bird song, wind song, and; tremendous storm 
song of the rocks in the heart of the mountains is our song, our very own, and sings our love.” 
 
“Sickness, pain, death - yet who could guess their existence in this fresh, abounding, overflowing life, this universal 
beauty?” 
 
Bloody Canyon; 
 
“Nature's darlings are cared for and caressed even here, and protected by a thousand miracles in the very home and 
brooding-places of storms.” 
 
“Nothing is more wonderful than to find smooth harmony in this lofty cragged region where at first sight all seems 
so rough. From any of the high standpoints a thousand peaks, pinnacles, spires are seen thrust into the sky and so 
sheer and bare as to be inaccessible to wild sheep, accessible only to the eagle. Any one by itself harsh, rugged, 
crumbling, yet in connection with others seems like a line of writing along the sky; it melts into melody, one leading 
into another, keeping rhythm in time.” 
 
This composition is not the first to be inspired by his writings, and it will likely not be the last, but it is my hope 
that you find yourself inspired by the writings of John Muir. We need to work in unity with nature, preserving 
what Earth has given us.  
 
 
Matthew Compton 
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